
Divvy up duties. Who will crate the cat 
or grab the dog? Which kid will load pet 

supplies into the trunk? Write out your plan 
and stick it inside the pantry so you’ll know 
where to look. And since Mother Nature can 
waylay even the best intentions, have a backup 
arrangement. Give an extra set of  keys to a 
friend or neighbor who will rescue your pet in 
case you’re not home on evacuation day.

Stock your grab-and-go bag. Pack these pet essentials with your family supplies 
and recheck the bag twice a year—when you set the clocks back and when you set them 

ahead, suggests Tiffany Mahaffey, manager of  National Disaster Preparedness at the ASPCA.

Get technical. Ask your vet to insert 
a microchip under your pet’s skin. After 

your contact info is entered into the chip 
manufacturer’s database, your pet can be 
tracked. The procedure is easy, relatively 
painless and costs $25 to $40. “Lost animals 
are reunited quickly with their owners when 
microchipped,” says Nicole Forsyth, president 
of  United Animal Nations, a nonprofit group.

*fc tip
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